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AllerGen-Partnered International Clinician-Scientist and Post Doctoral Research Fellowships Programme
Synopsis

AllerGen is a member of Canada’s Networks of Centres of Excellence (NCE) program with a mandate to support research, networking, commercialization, knowledge mobilization and capacity building activities that contribute to reducing the morbidity, mortality and socio-economic impact of allergic and immune disease. 
AllerGen related to create new opportunities for the training of highly qualified personnel in allergy research, clinical care, health services and the innovation and advancement of professional and lay knowledge about allergic and related immune diseases.

AllerGen is particularly interested in promoting collaborations with Canadian and International organizations in order to create new opportunities to train clinician scientists and / or post doctoral fellows in the field of allergy and related immune disease. 
The Networks of Centres of Excellence Program recently launched a pilot initiative to expand the international reach of Canadian Networks of Centres of Excellence of Canada (NCEs). 

The goal of the International Partnership Initiative (IPI) is to provide the NCEs with additional support to develop and enhance linkages with similar international organizations.  
As a result, AllerGen has established a new AllerGen-Partnered International Clinician-Scientist and Post Doctoral Research Fellowships Programme in order to create new training and professional development opportunities for international clinicians and researchers to study in Canada for up to one year.
 . 
This programme is available to international clinician-scientists and post doctoral international fellows and will support up to three trainees to spend time in clinical and research labs directly under the supervision of an AllerGen investigator working at a Canadian university and or an academic health science centre for up to one year.   
1.0 About AllerGen 

AllerGen’s international partnership goals are to train up to three clinical science and / or post-doctoral trainees per year in Canada at a lab undertaking research of mutual relevance to AllerGen’s research foci and that of the participating international partnering organization.
The Network’s innovative, inter-disciplinary research program involves academic, public and private sector research partners with expertise in medicine, genetics, molecular biology (genomic and proteomics); environmental science, occupational and population health; epidemiology; health economics, health policy; ethics, psychology, sociology, medical geography and anthropology, aimed at understanding both the physiological and psychosocial aspects of allergic/immune diseases.

AllerGen’s research falls into three broad programmatic areas. These are:

Programme A - Gene-Environment Interactions

Programme B - Diagnostics & Therapeutics


Programme C - Public Health, Policy & Society

AllerGen’s activities are supported in part by the Networks of Centres of Excellence program. It is expected that contributions from partnering organizations in each application will match AllerGen’s investment. 

More information on AllerGen’s research program is available on the Network’s website at www.allergen-nce.ca.

2.0 Application 

AllerGen is issuing a call for Applications to international clinician-scientists and post doctoral fellows interested in applying for support for the AllerGen-Partnered International Clinician-Scientist and Post Doctoral Research Fellowships Programme which will be funded by AllerGen in collaboration with Canadian and international organizations.
Applications will be reviewed on a first come first serve basis by the AllerGen Research Management Committee (RMC) in collaboration with representatives of the partnering organizations.
3.0 Specific Objectives 
· This training opportunity will leverage the leading edge research expertise and infrastructure of the AllerGen Principal Investigators at a Canadian university.

· This training opportunity will strengthen current and future links and create new knowledge and technology exchange networks between Canadian and international research teams focusing on allergic and related immune diseases.
4.0 Total Award
The total value of each of three fellowships is $60,000 CDN.  AllerGen will provide a maximum of $30,000 per fellowship, and CAIFF and MERCK FROSST are expected to provide a matching level of support for proposed candidates.
4.1 Process for Application
Applications may be submitted at any time up to and including March 3, 2008.  Applicants will be selected by AllerGen’s RMC, and potential funding partners as appropriate.  Applications will be assessed according to the criteria listed below:

The quality of the clinical / research training opportunity and the potential for advancing the applicants research career are the principal criteria on which applications will be judged. 
More specifically, the points considered in the assessment of an application are as follows:

· Relevance of clinical, academic and research training sought, to AllerGen’s mandate
· Demonstrated academic achievements of the applicant
· Applicant’s publication record and other academic and professional contributions
· Applicant’s demonstrated clinical experience as appropriate
· Evidence of independence and originality in the clinical/research accomplishments to date
· Appropriateness of the proposed clinical/research training projects to further the candidate's clinical/research career
· Supervisor/mentor qualifications and confirmation of commitment to supervise the candidate.
Applications are due no later than by March 3, 2008, and will be adjudicated on or before March 31, 2008. 
5.0 Submission Process

Please submit applications by e-mail to burford@mcmaster.ca on or before March 3, 2008. Applications must be received before midnight on this date to be considered eligible for consideration. 

6.0 Contacts for Further Information

For general questions about this fellowship please contact:

Shelley Burford, Program Coordinator
AllerGen – NCE Inc. 

Room 3120, MDCL

McMaster University

Hamilton, ON   L8N 3Z5

Phone: (905) 525-9140, ext. 26633
Fax: (905) 524-0611

Email: burford@mcmaster.ca
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	Disclaimer and Signature

	

	I hereby understand and agree that any award made as a result of this application will be subject to the AllerGen NCE Inc conditions governing this fellowship.
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Date:


	Please submit application via FAX to:

                                                 Shelley Burford, 

        Programme Coordinator

                                                 AllerGen NCE Inc.,
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                                                 Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3Z5

Phone: 905-525-9140 x 26633

Email: burford@mcmaster.ca

                                                       FAX:   905-524-0611
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Personal information collected on this form is considered CONFIDENTIAL and will be stored as such in the appropriate programme file.


