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1st International Symposium on the Economics of Asthma and Asthma Care 
 

Pre-conference to the 8th World Congress on Health Economics 
Toronto, Canada, July 9, 2011 

 

Sheraton Centre Toronto Hotel - Dominion Ballroom 
 
 
 
Keynote Presentation: 
The Economics of Asthma Care: Looking Beyond the Dollars 
 
Larry Lynd, PhD, University of British Columbia and AllerGen NCE, Canada 
Dr. Larry Lynd is an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences at UBC and has an adjunct 
appointment to the Dept. of Health Care and Epidemiology, Faculty of Medicine. He holds a Scholar Award 
from the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research and is a New Investigator of the Canadian Institute of 
Health Research. Dr. Lynd is currently the Associate Director of the Collaboration for Outcomes Research and 
Evaluation at UBC. Dr. Lynd has more the 50 peer-reviewed publications, book chapters, and research 
abstracts, sits on the Board of Directors of the Canadian Association of Population Therapeutics, and is 
appointed to the National Drug Scheduling Advisory Committee and the Special Advisory Committee to the 
Respiratory and Allergy Therapies Division of Health Canada.  
 
Mark Fitzgerald, MB, MD, University of British Columbia, Vancouver General Hospital Respiratory Medicine 
Division and Centre for Lung Health, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
Dr. FitzGerald is Head of the Respiratory Medicine Divisions at both UBC and Vancouver General Hospital and 
Director of the Centre for Clinical Epidemiology and Evaluation, Vancouver Coastal Health Research Institute. 
His clinical and research interests include asthma, chronic cough and tuberculosis. He has participated in a 
number of projects designed to develop better management strategies for asthma patients with innovative 
new therapies and patient and physician education programs. 
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SATURDAY, JULY 9, 2011  

   

7:00 AM REGISTRATION MAIN IHEA REGISTRATION 
   

8:30 – 8:45 AM WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS DOMINION BALLROOM 

 Wendy Ungar, PhD, MSc, Hospital for Sick Children, University of Toronto and AllerGen NCE, Canada 

Mark Greenwald, MD, PhD, University of Toronto and Asthma Society of Canada 

8:45 – 9:45 AM KEYNOTE PRESENTATION: THE ECONOMICS OF ASTHMA CARE: 
LOOKING BEYOND THE DOLLARS 

DOMINION BALLROOM 

 Larry Lynd, PhD, University of British Columbia and AllerGen NCE, Canada 

Mark Fitzgerald, MB, MD, University of British Columbia, Vancouver General 
Hospital Respiratory Medicine Division and Centre for Lung Health, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 

 

9:45  – 10:15 AM BREAK  
   

10:15 – 11:45 AM CONTINUUM OF EVIDENCE FROM PRODUCTION TO UPTAKE DOMINION BALLROOM 

 Wendy Ungar, PhD, MSc, Hospital for Sick Children, University of Toronto and 
AllerGen NCE, Canada 
Advances in methods for conducting economic evaluations "A parent-child dyad 
approach to health state valuation for cost-utility analysis and quality-of-life 
assessment in children with asthma" 

Li Wang, PhD, Penn State University, USA 
A methodological review of cost-effectiveness analysis in asthma treatments and 
interventions.  

Jeffrey Hoch, PhD, Canadian Centre for Applied Research in Cancer Control, Canada 
The use of health economic evidence in decision-making 

 

11:45 –12:30 PM NETWORKING LUNCH  
   

12:30 – 1:15 PM ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS – FUTURE RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES DOMINION BALLROOM 

 

Moderator:   

Mark Greenwald, MD, PhD, FRCPC, Professor, University of Toronto 
and Vice-President, Chair, Scientific and Medical Advisory Committee, 
Asthma Society of Canada 

In this session small groups will focus on specific issues and bring a 
summary of their discussions back to the group. 

 

1:15 – 2:00 PM REPORT BACK DOMINION BALLROOM 
   

2:00 – 2:15 PM BREAK  
   

2:15 – 3:15 PM ECONOMIC BURDEN OF ILLNESS – INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS DOMINION BALLROOM 

 
Alan Diener, PhD, Public Health Agency of Canada, Ontario, Canada 
Measuring asthma burden of Illness in Canada  
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Andrea Stevens Lavigne, MBA, The Lung Association, Canada 
Your Lungs, Your Life: Life and economic burden of asthma in Ontario 

Pierrick Bedouch, PharmD, PhD, University of British Columbia, Canada 
Trends in asthma-related direct medical costs in British Columbia, Canada 

Olawale Oladimeji, MD, Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria  
Knowledge of Asthma and its Management Among Newly Qualified Doctors in South 
West Nigeria and its Economic Implications 

3:15 – 4:00 PM ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS OF ASTHMA DOMINION BALLROOM 

 

Ingrid Liepa, Clean Air Champions, Canada 
Air Aware – The Economic Dimensions of Air Quality, Asthma and Allergies in the School and 
Sport/Recreation Sectors 

Tursynbek Nurmagambetov, PhD, MS, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, USA 
Value of home-based environmental interventions to reduce asthma morbidity 

 

4:00 – 4:45 PM ASTHMA PATIENTS & TREATMENT DOMINION BALLROOM 
 

Peter Hilsenrath, PhD,  University of the Pacific, USA 
Medication Therapy Management for Asthma: A Case Study in California 

Juliane Köeberlein, PhD, University of Wuppertal, Germany 
Determinants of treatment non-compliance in patients with allergic rhinitis 

 

4:45 – 5:00 PM NEXT STEPS AND CLOSING REMARKS DOMINION BALLROOM 
 

Mark Greenwald, MD, PhD, FRCPC, Professor, University of Toronto and Vice-President,  
Chair, Scientific and Medical Advisory Committee, Asthma Society of Canada 

Diana Royce, EdD, Managing Director and COO, AllerGen NCE Inc., Canada 

Bill Swan, Deputy CEO, International Health Economics Association, Nova Scotia, Canada 

¶ Future symposium 

¶ E-Journal 

¶ Special Interest Group 

 

   

5:00 PM ADJOURNMENT DOMINION BALLROOM 
   

FEATURED POSTERS Kathleen Gillespie, Saint Louis University School of Public Health, USA 
Does your child have asthma? Parental reports of asthma, prescriptions for asthma medications, 
and health care expenditures 

  

 Mohsen Sadatsafavi , University of British Columbia, Canada 
Impact on asthma-related direct health care costs of various controller medications: results from a 
population based cohort study 

  

 Sayaka Nakamura, Yokohama University, Japan 
The Effect of Income on Children’s Asthma Treatment in Japan 

  

 Tiffany Green, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA 
Examining the Temporal Relationships Between Childhood Obesity and Asthma 
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Organizing Committee:  
 

Co-Chairs:   
Mark Greenwald MD, PhD, FRCPC, University of Toronto and Asthma Society of Canada 
Wendy Ungar, PhD, MSc, Hospital for Sick Children, University of Toronto & AllerGen NCE 

 
Members: 
Robert Bick, Oxford Outcomes 
Oxana Latycheva, PhD, CAE, Asthma Society of Canada 
Diana Royce, EdD, AllerGen NCE Inc. 
Bill Swan, iHEA 

 
 
Symposium Supporters:  
 
 

AllerGen NCE Inc., the Allergy, Genes and Environment Network, (est. 2004), is a national research network 
funded by Industry Canada through the Networks of Centres of Excellence (NCE) Program. 
 
AllerGen’s mandate is to support research, networking, commercialization, knowledge mobilization and 
capacity building activities that contribute to reducing the morbidity, mortality and socio-economic impacts 
of asthma and allergic diseases. 


