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Aboriginal Health Problems

• Infectious diseases
• Chronic diseases
• Mental diseases, addictions
• Injuries & violence
• Barriers to access to health care
• Colonization, post-colonialism



Long-Term Health Conditions Among 
First Nations Children (0-11 yrs) 

[FNRHS 2002/03 Child Survey]



Long-Term Health Conditions Among 
First Nations Youth (12-17 yrs) 

[FNRHS 2002/03 Youth Survey]



Prevalence of Daily and Occasional Smokers
By Age and Gender           - FNRHS 2002-03
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Prevalence of Daily and Occasional Smokers
Compared to Canada         - FNRHS 2002-03
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Who Saw a Specialist in 1996 - 1997

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Non-Aboriginal Aboriginal

Who Had a Pulmonary Function Test

Adapted from Sin DD et al. Chest 2002

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Specialists



Aboriginal Health Solutions

• Resilience
• Spirituality
• Living life in balance
• Culture / language
• Education
• Self-determination



Institute of Aboriginal Peoples’ 
Health Overview

• NEAHR program – 9 centres across Canada
• AHRNet Secretariat / coordination
• Community access to health research
• CIHR Guidelines for Health Research 

Involving Aboriginal People (2007)
• Overarching themes: IK/TM, KT/E, SDOH, 

Mental Health, Health Data, Chronic 
Diseases …. 

• International Indigenous Health (ICIHRP)



Ethical Space

Western 
Worldview

Ethical 
Space

Indigenous 
Worldview

Ermine W. 2004. Ethical Space: Transforming Relations. www.traditions.gc.ca/docs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ethical space is an abstract space where 2 groups of people with different intentions encounter one another

Willie Ermine (Saskatchewan) developed the concept of ethical space as a space between Western and Indigenous spheres of culture and knowledge relative to research issues

As individuals, our histories, values, tradition, and worldviews can significantly affect how we communicate with one another.  An ethical or a neutral zone is a place where different cultures and knowledge systems can engage in dialogue as equal partners and it provides us with the opportunity to find solutions to significant health problems that we haven’t been able to address in conventional ways.

http://www.traditions.gc.ca/docs


Who’s Who in the IAPH
Edmonton:
Malcolm King, PhD, Scientific Director
Angeline Letendre, PhD, Assistant Director
Shirley Thunder, Office Manager
Isaac Bell, Technical Support
OBIS:
Cynthia Stirbys, MA, Assistant Director (acting)
Jacques Dalton, Project Officer
Laura Commanda, MSW, Assistant Director (on leave)

IAB Chair: Dr. Frederic Wien, Dalhousie University
AHRNet Chair: Dr. Charlotte Loppie Reading, UVic



Thank you - Miigwech

Institute of Aboriginal Peoples’ Health
Edmonton, Alberta
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